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ABSTRACT:

Reynold Alleyne Nicholson (1868-1945) is a prominent figure in the world of Orientalism, often
regarded as a moderate and impartial British Orientalist. However, a deeper analysis of his
thoughts and theories reveals a complex picture. While Nicholson is commonly associated with
scholars like Goldziher, Danté, Suroosh, More, Hamilton Gibb, Michael Hart, Edward Gibbon,
Montgomery Watt, George Sale, Joseph Schacht, and Biddle, who held prejudiced and anti-
Islamic views, it becomes evident that he was in no way less influenced by their biased
perspectives. Nicholson holds a significant place in the academic world of the West, with a
profound interest in religion and various aspects related to it, including philosophy, poetry, and
history. However, his central focus remains Sufism. He was a close associate of renowned
Orientalist T.W. Arnold and had students like E.G. Brown and J.A. Arberry, along with being a
mentor to the famous Eastern poet and philosopher Allama Igbal. This study explores how
Nicholson, by maintaining a balance between critique and inquiry, contributed to the scrutiny of
Islamic thought, philosophy, history, and jurisprudence. It specifically sheds light on his
unscientific and biased expressions regarding the prophethood, mission, and miracles of the
Prophet of Islam, especially the miraculous Ascension.

Keywords:  Reynold Nicholson, Orientalism, Sufism, Islamic Thought, Prejudiced
Perspectives
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Finally, it behoves me to make a full acknowledgement of my debt to the learned Orientalists whose
works I have studied and freely 'conveyed' into these pages. References could not be given in every
case, but the reader will see for himself how much is derived from Von Kremer, Goldziger, Noldeke
and Wellhousen to recall only a few of the leading authorities.’
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"As a teacher Nicholson was admirable: to beginners he was understanding and

sympathetic, to advanced students he was inspiring and ungrudging in his aid. The rare

2 H. A. R. Gibb, ‘Nicholson, Reynold Alleyne (1868-1945)’, rev. Christine Woodhead, Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford University Press, 2004 accessed 24 Oct 2016 Reynold
Alleyne Nicholson (1868-1945): doi:10.1093/ref:0dnb/35230

Encyclopaedia  Britannica, S.V. ”Reynold Alleyne Nicholson :British  Scholar”,
www.Britannica.com/Biography/Reynold-Alleyne-Nicholson : Date:21-03-2018,Time:03:48 PM
4 Ibid. Reynold A. Nicholson, Accessed 30 June 2014,
Reynold, A. Nicholson, Literary History of the Arabs, New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1907,
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public lectures he gave were always thronged, and he gave his audiences much to delight

them.""
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1. The Goal of Muhammadan Mysticism8
2. Mysticism-The Legacy of Islam™
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terms ‘Sufi’ and ‘Tasawwuf arranged chronologically“
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"The Islam which Muhammad brought with him to Medina was almost entirely derived by oral
tradition from Christianity and Judaism, and just for this reason it made little impression on the heathen
Arabs whose religious ideas were generally of the most primitive kind. Notwithstanding its foreign
character and the absence of anything which appealed to Arabian national sentiment, it spread rapidly
in Medina, where, as we have seen, the soil was already prepared for it; but one may well doubt wether

it could have extended its sway over the peninsula unless the course of events had determined

6 Arberry, A. J. “Professor Reynold A. Nicholson, Litt.D., LL.D., F.B.A.”, Op. Cit. p. 92.
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® This paper was read at the Fourth International Congress for the History of Religious held at Leiden
(The Netherlands), September 9-13, 1912.
°  Sir Thomas Arnold and Alfred Guillaume. Oxford, UK: The Clarendon Press, 1931.

10 Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie und Vorderasiatische Archdologie. Volume 26, Issue 1-3 (Jan 1912).
Published Online: 30-11-2009.

! Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society. Vol. 38, Issue 2. April 1906. pp. 303-348. Published online: 15
March 2011
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Muhammad to associate the strange doctrines of Islam with the ancient heathen sanctuary at Mecca, the
Ka'ba, which was held in universal veneration by the Arabs and formed the centre o f a worship that

) ) L . 12
raised no difficulties in their minds."
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“One day, it is said, the chief men of Mecca, assembled in a group beside the Ka'ba, discussed as was
their wont the affairs of the city, when Muhammad appeared and, seating himself by them in a friendly
manner, began to recite in their hearing the 53rd Sura of the Koran. When he came to the verses (19~
20) ‘Do ye see Al-Lat and Al-Uzza, and Manat, the third and last?’ Satan prompted him to add: ‘These

. .. . . »14
are the most exalted Cranes (or Swans), And verily their intercession is to be hoped for.

12 R.A Nicholson, “A Literary History of the Arabs, Cambridge University Press, U.K 1956, p: 176-
177
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The Abbasids were no less despotic than the Umayyads, but in a more enlightened fashion. For while
the latter had been purely Arab in feeling. The Annasids owned their throne to the Persian nationalists
and were imbued with Persian ideas which introduced a new and fruitful element into muslim
civilization. >
e W1 L
From our special point of view the Orthodox and Umayyad Caliphates which from the subject of the
present chapters are somewhat barren. »
LS A S SN L 2SS Tty S e o SdB Ui L
G sz
Accordin to moslem notlons the Umayyads were kings by right Caliphs only by courtesy. They had
as we shall see no spiritual title and little enough religion of any sort. 24
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2 Ibid., p. 182
2 Ibid.
2 Ibid., p. 183
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