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Abstract:

It's quite interesting to do a comparative study of two Romantic poets from two different
languages and literatures and draw similarities and dissimilarities between their thought patterns,
literary beliefs/schools of thoughts, romantic characteristics, concerns and themes etc... John
Keats is the most Romantic English poet ever; likewise, Akhtar Shirani is the most Romantic
poet, Urdu has ever produced. Romantic movement in English literature reached its climax in the
early nineteenth century; a century before it set forth in Urdu. Still the two Romantic poets have
striking similarities in the romantic characteristics of their poetry, like fervent imagination, quest
for beauty, escapism, sensuousness, medievalism, nostalgia, supernaturalism etc. Whilst Fanny
Brawn's infidelity played havoc with Keats's health and crash landed him on earth from his
imaginary heavens; Akhtar too could not have his life-long sweetheart Salma by his side, thereby
splitting the romantic ideals of both Romantic poets to pieces. Whilst Keats's romantic idealism
embraced realism in the end thus giving birth to his immortal odes; Akhtar Shirani can no longer
be branded as an all-time drunkard for he reached the culmination of his Realism in his scattered
thoughts in his later poetry. Both Romantic poets died young, thus depicting striking similarities
in the life and works of both poets. This aims at a comparative study of Keats Odes and Akhtar’s
Realism.
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Ah, happy, happy boughs! that cannot shed

Your leaves, nor ever bid the Spring adieu,
And happy melodist, unwearied,

Forever piping songs for ever new,

More happy love! more happy happy love!
Forever warm and still to be enjoyed,
Forever panting and forever young,

All breathing human passion far above,

st

That leaves a heart high-sorrowful and cloyed

A burning forehead, and a parching tongue.
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Still in the bosom of a leafy world
We rest in silence, have two gems upcurl'd

In the receses of a pearly shell A
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O folly! What is Love? and where is it?
And for that poor Ambition - it springs

From a man's little heart's short fever — fret &
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The first was a fair Maid, and Love her name,
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The Second was Ambition, pale of cheek,

And ever watchful with fatigued eye,

The last, whom I love more, the more of blame
Is heaped upon her, maiden most un-meek,

I knew to be my demon Poesy o
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Fade softly from my eyes,
Farewell! I yet have visions
Vanish, Ye phantons! from my idle spright,

Into the clouds, and never more return! J
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Bold lover, never, never can't thou kiss
Though winning near the goal yet do not grieve
She cannot fade, through thou has not thy bliss

Forever wilt thou love, and She be fair! Jr
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She dwells with Beauty, Beauty that must die,

And Joy, whose hand is ever at his lips Jz
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Where beauty cannot keep her lustrous eyes,
Or new Love pine at them, beyond to morrow JA
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OR, sweet Fancy! let her loose;
Everything is spoilt by use:
Where's the check that doth not fade?
Too much gaz'd at? Where's the maid
Whose lip mature is ever new?
Where's the eye, however blue,
Doth not weary? Where's the face
One would meet in every place?
Where's the voice, however soft,
One would hear so very oft?

At a touch sweet pleasure melteth
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And when I feel, fair creature of an hour!
That I shall never look upon thee more,
Never have relish in the faery power
Of un reflecting love! then on the shore
Of the wide world I stand alone, and think

Till Love and Fame to nothing ness do sink .+
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Ever let the fancy roam,
Pleasure never is at home,
At a touch, sweet pleasure melteth

Like to bubbles, when rain pelteth; ro
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Summer's joys are spoilt by use,

And the enjoying of the spring,

Fades as does its blossoming;
Autumn's red lipped fruitage too,

Cloys with tasting: What do then,  r1
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Veiled Mclancholy has her sorrows shrine,

Though seen of none save him whose strenuous tongue

Can burst Joy's grape against his palate fine:

His soul shall taste the sadness of her might,

And be among her cloudy trophies hung  rA
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Fade far away, dissolve and quite forget
What thou among the leaves hast never known,
The wearines, the fever and the fret
Here, Where men sit and hear each other's groan
Where palsy shakes a few, sad, last grey hairs

Where youth grows pale, and spectre-thin and dies
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Where but to think is to be full of sorrow
And leaden - eyed despair
Where Beauty can not keep her lustrous eyes,

Or new love pine at them beyond tomorrow [+
eI IF e U S “Forlorn”J;éJ.ﬂjwfaw}ffu“u;’w'uqf’r,a J&‘f“ﬁ Lgﬁw;i
Anti )./ /pm}éjt Y/ LJ’I RPN uz_ﬂ/ e U3 é J Ju,ﬂu*/u‘/m/u,téuu,tu 157
(Fancy)d:’/ RERVERNRY, T uﬁjuj/( SV SHAR U o +-< (- Escapism
_‘at‘tg,.Aﬁ’u'.fug;b;:i:@’t’fw&G/n&jngyul@cﬂuﬁ}uﬁL}”:{)a:&]c’.l
Forlorn the very word is like a bell
To toll me back from thee to my sole self!
Adieu, the fancy can not cheat so well
As she is famed to do, deceiving elf
Adieu, adieu! thy plaintive anthem fades,
Past the near meadows, over the still stream,
Up the hill side, and now is buried deep
In the next valley glades
Was it a vision, or a waking dream?

Fled is that music, Do I wake or Sleep? Fr
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Heard melodies are sweet, but those unheard
Are sweeter, therefore, ye soft pipes, play on,

Not to the sensual ear, but more endeared,

Pipe to the dieties of no tone. A
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When old age shall this generation waste,
Thou shall remain, in midst of other woe,
Than ours, a friend to man, to whom thou sayst,

"Beauty is truth, truth beauty" that is all

Ye know on earth, and all ye need to know ¢
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(We hate poetry that has a palpable design on us — Keats) .+
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