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Abstract:

The history of the compilation and authenticity of Hadith literature is one of the most contested subjects in the
study of Islam. Muslim orthodoxy holds that the recording of Hadith began in the lifetime of the Prophet
himself, and culminated in the third century of the Hijra in the successful distinguishing of authentic from
unreliable and fabricated Ahadith; the authentic ahadit, which were gathered from all parts of the Islamic
world, were compiled in the major collections whose canonical authority was swiftly recognized. This
narrative, however, has been subject to criticism from the end of the 13th/19th century until the present day. In
this regard, al-Risalah al-Mustatrafah is one of the best book available on the biography dealing with the
subject of hadith and related materials. In which, the author has mentioned the famous books of Sunnah
including their authors & their lives briefly. This book is about the knowledge of hadith and the introduction to
the books of hadith. This book has the same position in the books regarding Hadith studies and introduction to
Muhadditheen as Ibn Nadeem's famous book "Al-Fahrist Laban al-Nadeem™ compared to general sciences.
This book contains mentions of 1400 books of hadith and sciences of hadith and translations and introductions
of about six hundred famous muhaddiths. In it, Allama Katani has presented a brief comprehensive
introduction, criticism and commentary of each book and the book's author with great comprehensiveness.This
research examines Allama Katani's methodological approach to presenting the biographical introductions of
renowned scholars of Hadith in his seminal work, "al-Risalah al-mustatrafah."
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