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CULTURAL AND LITERARY IMPACTS OF KASHMIR
DURING AFGHAN RULE (1752 - 1819)
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Abstract:

Culture is the complex of belief, practices, knowledge, art, law, custom, morals and other capabilities which
acquired by the people as members of a society. In simple words there are different dynamics of culture, which
refers to some changes in culture of a society. In cultural values, we moslty considered the ideas and symbols
which are linked with human groups. It is impossible that any society can be static because cultural changing in
a society is a universal process. The cultural dynamics in a society is a very complex phenomenon. If the
changing forces related to the social structure then it can be declared as endogenous. The rise of Hinduism,
Buddhism and Jainism is a good example of endogenous change in religious ideology. The continuous changes
in religious ideology are occurred with the advent of Islam from out side in Kashmir Society.

During the Afghan rule over Kashmir from 1752 to 1819, Kashmiris were suffered too much from the
behavior of Afghans and other multiple factors. These factors brought some political, social, religious and
cultual changes. In cultural changes they adopted the Afghan dress code "Shalwar, Qameez", compositions of
Afghan society directly influenced the culture, position of women, early marriages were common, food and
drinks, issuance of the coin of Noor-ud-Din Rashi, leisure activities, art and folk songs, sufiyana kelam, music,
theater and Dastan Goi commonly influenced the Kashmiri culture. Despite being Muslims, Afghans never
accepted religion in the policy of the state. Most Afghan governors delegated from Kabul to Kashmir, often
showed total disconnection from the center and it says a lot about your personality and fragile compromises.
The wealth of thirst, power and authority marked the main features of goverance to Kashmir. Women have
preferred to stay at home and "Purdah™. This work helps us to understand the distinctive political behavior of
Afghan rulers which influenced the Kashmir during 18th and 19th century.
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One European tourist William Moorcroft (1819 —

1825) mentioned in his diary that the population of

Kashmir valley was very short, a Large number of the

City of Srinager was diminished, but also the villages

and small towns were empty, this situation shows that

the large number of people were migrated from

Srinager (Capital of Kashmir) to a safe place or the

grasslands of India and other cities."”
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It is true that a woman constituted the soul of every

human society but unfortunately, she has not been the
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subject of attention from researchers Kashmiri women
played very important role to promote the social,
cultural and religious activities. After the domination
Afghans in Kashmir the social institutions were
affected with the political de-stability and the women
of Kashmir which once occupied an important
position in Kashmir were entered into the oblivion,

darkness, ignorance, illiteracy, disease and addiction.
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Gulshan-i-Dastur by Nath Pandit: This Persian
account on Kashmir history was written by Nath
Pandit, Kashmir at a time when Ahmad Shah Durrani
held Kashmir as a part of the vast Afghan empire
(1755). Bagh-i-Sulaiman: By Mir SaadullaShahadabi.
It 1s a Persian account, in verse which traces Kashmir
history from earliest times down to the reign of the
Afghan Subedar Juma Khan Alakzai (1787-93).
Majmu'at Tawarikh by Pandit Birbal Kachru Written
from the earliest times, the work was compiled in
1835-36. For the early part of his work, the chronicler
appears to have mainly relied upon the Sanskrit and

Persian sources like Rajataragini, Tarikh-i-Kashmir by

372



w - Vol.7 No.1 2024
s ISSN Online: 2709-7625

TA ye! o ISSN Print: 2709-7617

Haider Malik, Mukhtasar Tarikh h-i-Kashmir, Waqiat-
i-Kashmir, etc."*"
J_u;;wmwﬁ_ﬂ"ﬁ““ /"L.:,,‘u,jtuu»wfyﬁgﬂ}wotﬁiiui‘,-;y_,eui‘;l755
L)ZKJ&&&-%L}/}UIK&UU‘C J@ydﬂuu,,z/u/utéu(_u:.u}?%{/"djsfﬁf”,_fﬁ"uu&@"
uuﬁwlédl},nolﬁiﬂfc;u//(ﬁéoﬁ it S uu‘{/u,fd.lp_u’”d "o O
A iuie td “c?wwy,”';m-gm’vJL/J‘L,L_»,W'(‘U’{Lg;dﬁd‘(c,mt'gb.
el Sog F oS “eUeUl P J/¢-+;/ﬁ’,gg4};’;;d;: L 2l bk
G e Cormtlo £ Usdseust s £ g 28 {,u),&/lgﬁuzd A Los LI 28 M s pss
Uﬁ?’/)ﬂf;ﬁu:J?()Z/Udié/t’u{’(fdeﬂ'}/lﬂuw/)}uw’_%ugG/@ Lo o 50@10@];@:‘@
LK nE8T s 2 S F e Sl oo Fa i bl & et S5 2
S e IS Jof oo LS oty A el F S H S s B #
bt 210 Z s 1 IS o 5 It P S L JE i 18 TG Lo 4
/Lﬁugﬁf,[ ot IS ST U s L o 2 A LTS5 1§ 50 e
S F L a6 27 2 s I RS E e pas bl v oS T JL P
SEFHS a6 KWuLsS!_Km):Juxé;u&Uﬁu»Kuut;dw-é&/uﬁ/?/fja
AT A s WUMU?A‘/.J Je %/Jﬁ” STiasladni A I A I 2
1846 s 265 ST AT U i L1 b\ e s S o6 B ke S S et
IS s B e P Sy

= Jiy
T e QU 5 TE el )t
164:F ot S5 36T Lo
120 :f B A at £ 2o ol Taose o ety AV
A74: P o T ol To 4
639: 7 T s M s ML
646:f L2
208: For G atiT? 4

[—

SCTRC RV N N U R

373



gv . Vol.7 No.1 2024
s ISSN Online: 2709-7625
%N«[NU\/"F

TA ye! o ISSN Print: 2709-7617

654: 7 L Gl 8
189: Gkl drbh s effls. 9
662: 7~ T a S Sk 10
131/ GG aAat et S Taane sty Aty 11
12. http://www.en.m.wikipedia.org
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14.  Rouf Ahmad Mir ,( + 2011), Afghan Rule in Kashmir, Department of
History, University of Kashmir, Srinagar, P :14
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- Bazaz, P.N., (1959), Daughter of Vatista, Gulshan Publishers, Residency Road,
Srinagar.
- http://www.en.m.wikipedia.org
- Rouf Ahmad Mir ,( + 2011), Afghan Rule in Kashmir, Department of History,
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