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ABSTRACT:

Michel Foucault is one of the most influencial thinkers of the twentieth century. His ideas and system of thoughts
affected the continental philosophy, and changed the course of discourse analysis in social sciences and literature.
As far as Urdu literature is concerned, the trend of reading and analyzing the literary texts with philosophical &
theoratical perspective is queit popular now a days, thus one cannot ignore or overlook Foucault's work in the light
of modern thinking. This article tends to study the life of Michel Foucault and discuss his books' theses along with
the contemporary scenario of his era; so that Foucauldian intellectualism could be highlighted.

Keywords: Michel Foucault, literary texts, theoratical perspective, Contemporary thought,
intellectualism
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. Probe to self-harm in 1948 Foucault allegedly attempted
suicide, his father sent him to see the psychiatrist Jean Delay at the
Sainte-Anne Hospital Center. Obssesed with the idea of self-
mutilation and suicide, Faucault attempted the latter sereval times
in ensering years, praising suicide in later writings. The ENS's
doctor examined Focaults's state of mind, suggesting that his
suicidal tendencies emerged from the distress surrounding his
homosexuality.." »
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"Receives Doctorat es letters primary thesis: Histoire de la folie a

l'age clasique, published by Plon, 1961, these complementaire:
introduction to and translation (with notes) of Kant's Anthroplogie
in prag atischer Hinsicht; translation and notes published by, Virin,
1964.."6
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".In spite of, or perhaps because of his Newfound fame, Foucault
chose to move to Tunis in 1966. He had seen in Tunisia he always
felt the students in Paris had it much easier than their collagues on
the other side of the Mediterranean.." 7
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-"His death came as a shock. He had collasped in his Paris

apartement earlier in June, but was widely assumed to be on the
road to recovery. He was in the prime of his life, at the peak of his
powers. Just days before he died, two more volumes of his eagerly
awaited history of sexuality had appeared."§
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is so human that it has common roots with poetry and tragedy; it is revealed as much in the

Z"Madness and Civilization" Shakespeare.."1linsane asylum in the writing of Cervantes or
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"..The gaze that doctors turns on the patient is no longer that of the
scientist who observes the universal truth of diseases through the
particular case, but rather that of the clinical observer who, through
the singular body of the patient, perceives a corpus of scientific
truths.." 12
;W.nplénd/ﬁ/ Le Mots et les choses: une archaeology des sciences humaines Lﬂ)ui';lﬁﬂ
,:::g&g”JMJIM/H‘LL"}’ZU:;g/é'lé/l)ﬂu’@d%wiﬂ&}/&L—c,/.u’:,.z:"JMU.;“/V/"J/LLQJ//}JﬂéU:Z;dZﬁgu’lu’:
L&WJi-LéL“/:,yJEpistemes ;”/,ufl./'/%;/?gﬁLuﬁﬁ‘éy%;l(ku@gﬁuﬁyﬂ/w-‘abgﬁguﬂﬁ‘rw;}
_Lat‘/( uﬁ;muﬁ S s sl S e U sl Bl e Pl e U AU Ui
?‘L/}’ﬁﬂg epistemes ,/ r:l‘nlcj.‘.'WL,‘/u’ﬂg (f gf.‘avtgtlggcj.m;légu‘l‘ J’Z’uu}’i Episteme +# »
J6.4s episteme LGl ASNLIZCF L Bsdn fa € Vs p LS 1)} Totality of Relation g
uﬁkjca,g/chpeﬁé_/}uﬁyo/ulngbw,gf episteme ulLaL“n/“;gf,}; Paradigm Shift /§/;|+V/AJJW
:ﬁ;tb‘gf};-ﬁ‘_gl?})/ epistemic paradigm Shift Uska disislis,
".. In any given culture and at any given moment there is always
only one episteme that defines the conditions of possibilty of all
knowledge, whether expressed in a theory or silently invested in a

practice.."13
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".. In our societies, the systems of phunishement are to be situated
in a certain '"political econemy' of the body: even when they use
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body that is at issue the, body and it forces, their utility and their

docility, their distribution and their submission.." 15
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. it was this psychological dimension that was both its most

fascinating and disturbing feature. For Foucault, Bentham's blue
prints, which gave rise to just a handful of actual buildings.. are
emblematic of an epistemic shift not only in the treatement of
pirsoners but more generally in the organizational rationality.." 16
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".. Techniques of the self, which one could call also technologies
of the self, permit individuals to effect by their own means or with
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".. The obligation to confess is now relayed through so many different points, is so -t b ¢«
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"AT THE TIME OF HIS DEATH on June 25, 1984, at the age of

fifty-seven, Michel Focuault was perhaps the single most famous

intellectual in the world. His books, essays, and interviews had

been translated into sixteen languages. Social critics treated his

work as a touchstone. In a variety of academic fields, scholars

were grapling with the implications of his empirical research and

pondering the abstract questions that he had raised: about the reach

of power and the limits of knowledge..".20
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