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Abstract

Literary festivals in Pakistan have emerged as major cultural phenomena over the past decade.
They play an important role in the social, intellectual and cultural landscape of the country. These
fairs, which began with the the Karachi Literature Festival (KLF) and Lahore Literary Festival
(LLF) in the early 2010s, have rapidly grown in number and influence. which have spread to other
cities such as Islamabad and Faisalabad. This paper examines the impact of literary festivals in
Pakistan on various aspects of society. These include cultural preservation, intellectual discourse,
community engagement and economic development.
The study highlights the role of literary festivals in preserving and promoting Pakistan's diverse
literary traditions, including Urdu, regional languages and English literature. These festivals serve
as platforms for both established and emerging writers. They provide opportunities for literary
expression and intercultural exchange. By bringing together a wide array of voices, these events
contribute to reinforcing national identity and celebrating Pakistan's rich cultural heritage.
Literary festivals also play an important role in fostering intellectual discourse and promoting free
expression. These festivals provide safe spaces for open discussion on sensitive topics such as
politics, gender and human rights. This aspect of literary festivals is important to encourage critical
thinking and challenge social norms.

Key Words: Pakistan, Literary Festivals, Karachi Literature Festival, Lahore Literature Festival
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