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Abstract:

T.S Eliot’s ‘The Waste Land’ (1922) is called the most popular and the most influential poem of the twentieth century.

With it starts the era of Modernist poetry. Eliot sent the manuscript of the poem to his mentor, Ezra Pound, who made

drastic changes in it. After the publication of the poem in 1922, Eliot presented the manuscript to his friend, John

Quinn, who died after some months. The manuscript was discovered after four decades, and its facsimile edition was

published in 1971. New debates arose after its publication. The present article makes a comparative study between
the published poem and the manuscript, edited by Ezra Pound.
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A youth of twenty one, spotted about the face,
one of those simple loiterers whom we say
We may have seen in any public place

At almost any hour of time or day

He, the young man carbuncular, will stare
And he will tell her, with a casual air,

Grandly, "I have been with Nevinson today

.And gropes his way, finding the stairs unlit,
And at the corner where the stable is,

Delays only to urinate, and spit. (11)
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