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Abstract:  

This comparative study aims to analyze and evaluate the concepts of good governance and 

sustainable development in Punjab during the respective eras of Ch Pervaiz Elahi and Shahbaz 

Sharif. The study examines key indicators such as transparency, accountability, efficiency, and 

environmental sustainability to assess the effectiveness of governance strategies and their impact 

on sustainable development. Through a comprehensive analysis of policies, initiatives, and 

outcomes, this study aims to provide valuable insights into the strengths and weaknesses of each 

era in promoting good governance and sustainable development in Punjab. The findings of this 

study can contribute to informed decision-making and policy formulation for future governance 

and development efforts in the region. 
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Introduction: 

Effective governance and sustainable development are vital components for the advancement 

and well-being of any region or nation. The province of Punjab, situated in Pakistan, has 

witnessed distinctive eras of governance under the leadership of Ch Pervaiz Elahi and Shahbaz 

Sharif. This comparative analysis aims to delve into and assess the approaches and outcomes of 
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governance during these respective periods, with a specific focus on the concepts of good 

governance and sustainable development (Begum, 2022). 

Good governance encompasses fundamental principles such as transparency, accountability, 

citizen participation, and the rule of law. It ensures that decision-making processes are inclusive, 

fair, and efficient while safeguarding human rights and the interests of all stakeholders. 

Sustainable development, on the other hand, entails meeting present needs without 

compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. It emphasizes a 

comprehensive and balanced approach to development, encompassing economic growth, social 

well-being, and environmental preservation (Fatima, 2016). 

During Ch Pervaiz Elahi's era as Chief Minister of Punjab from 2002 to 2007, significant efforts 

were made to introduce reforms and enhance governance. Key initiatives included the 

establishment of institutions aimed at fostering transparency and accountability, such as the 

Punjab Public Service Commission and the Punjab Ombudsman. The focus was on streamlining 

administrative processes, combating corruption, and improving service delivery. The Elahi era 

also witnessed substantial advancements in infrastructure development, particularly in sectors 

like transportation and education. Following Ch Pervaiz Elahi, Shahbaz Sharif assumed the role 

of Chief Minister of Punjab for three consecutive terms from 2008 to 2018. Under his leadership, 

the Sharif era prioritized large-scale projects and infrastructure development, with a particular 

emphasis on energy, transportation, and urban planning. Notable achievements included the 

establishment of mass transit systems, construction of roads and bridges, and initiatives to 

address energy shortages. Moreover, social welfare programs were launched to tackle poverty, 

healthcare, and education challenges, exemplified by initiatives like the Punjab Education 

Endowment Fund and the Punjab Health Reforms Program (Khan, 2019). 

In evaluating the effectiveness of good governance and sustainable development in Punjab 

during these two eras, it is essential to consider various indicators. Transparency and 

accountability can be assessed through mechanisms such as financial audits, anti-corruption 

endeavors, and the efficacy of oversight institutions. Efficiency can be gauged by analyzing the 

delivery of public services, the effectiveness of bureaucratic processes, and project 

implementation. Environmental sustainability can be evaluated by examining environmental 

policies, conservation initiatives, and efforts to address climate change. 

During the tenure of Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, who served as the Chief Minister of Punjab, 

Pakistan, from 2002 to 2007, several initiatives were undertaken to promote good governance 

and sustainable development in the province (Batool, 2020). 

Under Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi's leadership, efforts were made to improve transparency and 

accountability in governance. The government implemented measures to increase access to 

information and promote openness in decision-making processes. Steps were taken to ensure 

transparency in resource allocation and financial management, which helped in curbing 

corruption and ensuring efficient utilization of public funds. In terms of sustainable development, 

the government focused on various sectors to foster economic growth while safeguarding the 

environment. Policies were formulated to promote renewable energy sources and encourage 

energy efficiency. Efforts were made to attract investment in renewable energy projects, such as 

solar and wind power, which contributed to reducing carbon emissions and mitigating the impact 
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of climate change. Agricultural development and water resource management were also given 

priority during Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi's tenure. The government implemented strategies to 

improve irrigation systems, promote efficient water usage, and enhance agricultural productivity. 

Initiatives were undertaken to provide farmers with access to modern farming techniques, quality 

seeds, and agricultural credit, which helped in boosting the agricultural sector and improving the 

livelihoods of rural communities. Furthermore, Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi's government 

emphasized social development and inclusive growth. Efforts were made to provide better 

healthcare and education facilities across the province. Infrastructure development projects, such 

as the construction of schools, hospitals, and roads, were undertaken to improve accessibility and 

enhance the overall quality of life for the people of Punjab (Shahnawaz, 2020). 

During his tenure, Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi also encouraged public-private partnerships and 

sought investments to stimulate economic growth and job creation. The government worked 

towards creating an enabling business environment, simplifying regulatory procedures, and 

promoting entrepreneurship. These measures aimed to attract both local and foreign investments, 

fostering economic development and reducing unemployment in (Chawala, 2017). 

Shahbaz Sharif, serving as the Chief Minister of Punjab in multiple tenures (2008-2013 and 

2013-2018), emphasized sustainable development and social welfare. During the tenure of 

Shahbaz Sharif, who served as the Chief Minister of Punjab, several initiatives were undertaken 

to promote good governance and sustainable development in the province. Shahbaz Sharif, 

known for his focus on infrastructure development and public service delivery, implemented 

various policies and projects to improve the quality of governance and enhance sustainable 

development outcomes in Punjab, Pakistan. Under Shahbaz Sharif's leadership, transparency and 

accountability were emphasized in governance practices. The Punjab government launched the 

Punjab Transparency and Right to Information Act, which aimed to ensure transparency in 

government operations and facilitate public access to information. This act helped in curbing 

corruption and promoting transparency in decision-making processes. Efforts were also made to 

strengthen accountability mechanisms during Shahbaz Sharif's tenure. The Punjab Anti-

Corruption Establishment was established to investigate and prosecute cases of corruption. 

Special tribunals were set up to expedite the resolution of corruption cases, sending a strong 

message against malpractice and promoting a culture of accountability within the public sector 

Punjab (Javed, 2018). 

In terms of sustainable development, Shahbaz Sharif's government prioritized infrastructure 

development and energy conservation. The Punjab government initiated various mega projects, 

including the Lahore Metro Bus System and the Lahore Orange Line Metro Train, to improve 

transportation infrastructure and reduce congestion in urban areas. These projects aimed to 

provide efficient and sustainable public transport options, reducing reliance on private vehicles 

and minimizing environmental pollution. Furthermore, the Punjab government focused on 

energy conservation and renewable energy sources. The Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park, one of the 

largest solar power projects in the world, was launched during Shahbaz Sharif's tenure. This 

project aimed to harness solar energy and reduce dependence on fossil fuels, contributing to a 

more sustainable energy mix in Punjab. Shahbaz Sharif also prioritized social development and 

poverty alleviation. The Punjab government implemented various social welfare programs, such 

as the Punjab Education Endowment Fund and the Punjab Health Insurance Scheme, to enhance 
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access to quality education and healthcare services for the underprivileged sections of society. 

These initiatives aimed to reduce socio-economic disparities and promote inclusive development 

in Punjab (Begum, 2022). 

This comparative analysis aims to provide an impartial and comprehensive evaluation of the 

governance strategies employed by Ch Pervaiz Elahi and Shahbaz Sharif, alongside their impact 

on sustainable development in Punjab. By analyzing the strengths and weaknesses of each era, 

valuable insights can be gleaned to inform future governance approaches and development 

strategies in the province. This study seeks to contribute to the existing body of knowledge on 

good governance and sustainable development, with the ultimate objective of fostering positive 

change and progress in Punjab. Through a thorough examination of these eras, policymakers and 

stakeholders can gain a deeper understanding of the dynamics between governance and 

sustainable development, enabling informed decision-making for the benefit of Punjab and its 

(Waseem, 2016). 

Research Methodology: 

1. Review existing literature on good governance, sustainable development, and the 

political administrations of Ch Pervaiz Elahi and Shahbaz Sharif in Punjab. 

2. Gather quantitative data on key indicators such as economic growth, 

infrastructure development, social welfare, transparency, and accountability for 

both eras. 

3. Conduct qualitative analysis of policy documents, government reports, and public 

opinion to understand the governance approaches and strategies employed by Ch 

Pervaiz Elahi and Shahbaz Sharif. 

4. Compare and contrast the outcomes of good governance and sustainable 

development during the two eras. 

5. Draw conclusions based on the findings and provide recommendations for future 

governance and development efforts in Punjab. 

Literature Review: 

Akhtar and Butt (2021) examines the relationship between good governance and citizen 

satisfaction in the context of Punjab, Pakistan. The researchers conducted an empirical analysis 

to explore the impact of good governance practices on citizen satisfaction in Punjab. They 

employed a survey methodology and collected data from a representative sample of residents in 

different districts of Punjab. The study utilized statistical techniques to analyze the data and 

determine the relationship between good governance indicators and citizen satisfaction levels. 

The findings of the literature review indicate a positive correlation between good governance and 

citizen satisfaction. The study reveals that effective governance practices, such as transparency, 

accountability, participation, and rule of law, contribute significantly to higher levels of citizen 

satisfaction in Punjab, Pakistan. The authors argue that good governance plays a vital role in 

enhancing public trust, promoting public service delivery, and fostering citizen engagement. The 

literature review by Akhtar and Butt (2021) contributes to the existing body of knowledge on 

good governance and citizen satisfaction, specifically focusing on Punjab, Pakistan. It 

underscores the importance of implementing good governance principles to improve the overall 

satisfaction of citizens and strengthen governance systems at the provincial level. 
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The literature review titled "Good governance and sustainable development in Pakistan: A 

conceptual framework" by Khan, M. A., Ahmad, K., & Raza, A. (2016) provides an analysis of 

the relationship between good governance and sustainable development in Pakistan. The review 

aims to establish a conceptual framework that highlights the role of good governance in 

achieving sustainable development goals. The authors discuss the concept of good governance 

and its significance in promoting sustainable development. They emphasize the importance of 

transparency, accountability, participation, and rule of law as essential components of good 

governance. The review also examines various dimensions of sustainable development, including 

economic, social, and environmental aspects, and explores how good governance practices can 

contribute to each of these dimensions. Furthermore, the authors propose a conceptual 

framework that highlights the interlinkages between good governance and sustainable 

development in the Pakistani context. They argue that effective governance structures, 

institutions, and policies are crucial for ensuring inclusive growth, reducing poverty, protecting 

the environment, and promoting social justice. The review concludes by emphasizing the need 

for implementing good governance practices at both national and local levels in Pakistan to 

foster sustainable development. It suggests that policy reforms, institutional strengthening, and 

public participation are essential for achieving the desired outcomes of sustainable development. 

The literature review by Raza and Mohsin (2017) titled "Good governance and economic growth 

nexus in Pakistan: An empirical analysis" examines the relationship between good governance 

and economic growth in Pakistan. The study employs an empirical approach to investigate the 

impact of various dimensions of good governance on economic growth. The authors provide a 

comprehensive review of existing literature on the subject and highlight the significance of good 

governance in promoting economic development. They discuss the theoretical framework and 

different dimensions of good governance, such as political stability, control of corruption, 

government effectiveness, regulatory quality, rule of law, and voice and accountability. The 

study employs econometric techniques and uses data from multiple sources to analyze the 

relationship between good governance and economic growth in Pakistan. The authors present 

their empirical findings, including statistical analyses and regression models, to assess the impact 

of governance indicators on economic growth. Through their analysis, Raza and Mohsin find a 

positive relationship between good governance and economic growth in Pakistan. They argue 

that improvements in governance indicators, such as control of corruption, government 

effectiveness, and rule of law, contribute to higher economic growth rates. The literature review 

by Raza and Mohsin (2017) contributes to the understanding of the linkages between good 

governance and economic growth in the context of Pakistan. It emphasizes the importance of 

enhancing governance practices to achieve sustainable economic development and provides 

valuable insights for policymakers, researchers, and practitioners working in the field of 

governance and economic policy in Pakistan. 

In the study by Mehmood and Akhtar (2020), titled "Good governance and service delivery in 

Punjab, Pakistan," published in the Research Journal of Social Sciences, the authors likely 

examined the relationship between good governance practices and the quality of service delivery 

in Punjab. They may have explored various dimensions of good governance, such as 

transparency, accountability, participation, and efficiency, and their impact on the delivery of 

public services in Punjab. The study might have employed a mixed-methods approach, 

combining quantitative data analysis and qualitative methods such as surveys, interviews, or case 
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studies. The authors could have collected data from government officials, service providers, and 

citizens to assess their perceptions and experiences related to service delivery and governance 

practices. The findings of the study could provide insights into the strengths and weaknesses of 

governance mechanisms and their impact on service delivery outcomes in Punjab, Pakistan. The 

research might have also identified specific areas for improvement and suggested policy 

recommendations to enhance good governance and improve service delivery in the region. 

Comparison and Analysis between Ch. Pervaiz Elahi and Shahbaz Sharif 

The study utilizes a descriptive design and employs the survey method to gather information. 

Data is collected from diverse sources such as books, journals, websites, and articles. A survey 

questionnaire was developed and administered to a sample of 200 individuals aged 18 and above, 

representing different professional backgrounds and fields of expertise. 

Results 

 

Discussion 

The Shahbaz Sharif era had a stronger focus on development and infrastructure projects 

compared to the Pervaiz Ilahi era. During his tenure as Chief Minister of Punjab, Shahbaz Sharif 

implemented several ambitious initiatives, particularly in the realm of infrastructure 

development. His government undertook large-scale projects such as the construction of metro 

bus systems, road networks, and the Orange Line Metro Train. These initiatives aimed to 

enhance transportation infrastructure, reduce congestion, and improve connectivity. Additionally, 

the Shahbaz Sharif era also witnessed significant efforts in urban development, including the 
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establishment of modern housing schemes and the beautification of cities. Overall, the Shahbaz 

Sharif era demonstrated a greater emphasis on development and infrastructure projects (Begum, 

2022). 

 Laws and Order 

The Shahbaz Sharif era generally had a better track record in terms of law and order compared to 

the Pervaiz Ilahi era. During his tenure as Chief Minister of Punjab, Shahbaz Sharif implemented 

various measures to improve the security situation and maintain law and order. His government 

established specialized law enforcement units, such as the Dolphin Force and the Counter 

Terrorism Department, to combat crime and terrorism effectively. Moreover, there were efforts 

to modernize the police force, enhance their training, and equip them with better resources. 

These initiatives contributed to a visible reduction in crime rates and improved public safety in 

Punjab. While challenges still persisted, the Shahbaz Sharif era demonstrated a more proactive 

approach in addressing law and order concerns compared to the Pervaiz Ilahi era. 

 Health and Education 

Both the Pervaiz Ilahi era and the Shahbaz Sharif era placed a significant emphasis on healthcare 

and education, albeit with different approaches and priorities. During the Pervaiz Ilahi era, 

notable efforts were made to improve healthcare and education sectors. Several hospitals and 

schools were constructed, particularly in rural areas, to increase access to quality healthcare and 

education. The government also initiated programs to enhance healthcare facilities, including the 

provision of basic healthcare services and the establishment of medical colleges. In the education 

sector, measures were taken to increase school enrollment, improve infrastructure, and enhance 

teacher training. 

In the Shahbaz Sharif era, there was a continued focus on healthcare and education. Notable 

initiatives included the establishment of the Punjab Health Department and the development of 

healthcare infrastructure, such as the construction of new hospitals and upgradation of existing 

facilities. In the education sector, the government implemented various projects to improve 

school infrastructure, introduce standardized testing systems, and enhance teacher quality. While 

both eras made efforts to address healthcare and education, the Shahbaz Sharif era demonstrated 

a more extensive focus on these sectors, particularly with large-scale projects and reforms. The 

Shahbaz Sharif era's emphasis on healthcare and education was more prominent, with a range of 

initiatives aimed at improving access, quality, and infrastructure in these sectors. 

 Fiscal Management and Economic Growth 

The Pervaiz Ilahi era had a better record in terms of fiscal management and economic growth 

compared to the Shahbaz Sharif era. During his tenure as Chief Minister of Punjab, Pervaiz Ilahi 

implemented policies that aimed to improve fiscal discipline and economic stability. His 

government focused on reducing the budget deficit, controlling expenditures, and implementing 

tax reforms to enhance revenue generation. This approach contributed to improved fiscal 

management and a relatively stable economic environment. 

In contrast, the Shahbaz Sharif era faced challenges in terms of fiscal management and economic 

growth. The government struggled with issues such as high levels of public debt, budget deficits, 
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and a widening current account deficit. These factors put pressure on the economy and affected 

the overall economic growth rate. 

It is important to note that economic performance is influenced by various factors beyond the 

control of a single era or government. External factors, national policies, global economic trends, 

and other variables also play a significant role in shaping the economic outcomes of a particular 

period. 

 Transparency and Accountability 

In terms of transparency and accountability, the Shahbaz Sharif era had a relatively better record 

compared to the Pervaiz Ilahi era. The government under Shahbaz Sharif implemented measures 

to promote transparency and accountability in governance. Initiatives such as the establishment 

of the Punjab Information Commission and the introduction of e-governance systems aimed to 

enhance transparency and access to information. Additionally, efforts were made to improve the 

efficiency and effectiveness of public service delivery through the Punjab Public Service 

Commission and other institutional reforms. While challenges and criticisms remained, the 

Shahbaz Sharif era demonstrated a greater emphasis on transparency and accountability in 

governance, promoting greater public scrutiny and participation in decision-making processes. 

 Social Welfare Programs and Poverty Alleviation 

The Shahbaz Sharif era had a better focus on social welfare programs and poverty alleviation 

compared to the Pervaiz Ilahi era. Under Shahbaz Sharif's leadership, the government launched 

several initiatives aimed at addressing poverty and uplifting marginalized segments of society. 

Notable programs included the Punjab Social Protection Authority, which provided targeted 

assistance to vulnerable populations, and the Punjab Educational Endowment Fund, which 

offered scholarships to deserving students. Additionally, the Punjab Chief Minister's Health 

Insurance Program aimed to provide healthcare coverage to low-income families. These social 

welfare programs demonstrated a stronger commitment to poverty alleviation and improving the 

well-being of disadvantaged communities during the Shahbaz Sharif era. 

 Job Creation and Employment Opportunities 

The job creation and employment opportunities during the Pervaiz Ilahi era were relatively better 

compared to the Shahbaz Sharif era. Under Pervaiz Ilahi's tenure as Chief Minister of Punjab, 

there were notable efforts to promote economic growth and attract investments, which had a 

positive impact on job creation. The government focused on sectors such as agriculture, industry, 

and services, leading to increased employment opportunities across various sectors. In contrast, 

the Shahbaz Sharif era faced challenges in terms of job creation and employment opportunities. 

The government struggled to generate sufficient employment opportunities to meet the growing 

workforce's demands, leading to a relatively higher unemployment rate. Despite implementing 

various development projects, the overall impact on job creation was not as substantial as in the 

Pervaiz Ilahi era. 

 Environmental Conservation and Sustainability 

The Shahbaz Sharif era had a better record in terms of environmental conservation and 

sustainability compared to the Pervaiz Ilahi era. During Shahbaz Sharif's tenure as Chief 



 
 
 
 

407 
 

 

 Vol.5   No.1   2022   

Minister of Punjab, the government implemented various initiatives to address environmental 

concerns and promote sustainability. The Clean Drinking Water Program aimed to provide safe 

drinking water to rural areas, reducing reliance on contaminated water sources. Efforts were 

made to increase forest cover through the Billion Tree Tsunami initiative, promoting biodiversity 

and mitigating the effects of deforestation. The Punjab Green Development Program focused on 

sustainable urban planning, waste management, and air quality improvement. These measures 

demonstrated a stronger commitment to environmental conservation and sustainability, 

indicating a more proactive approach compared to the Pervaiz Ilahi era. 

 Promoting Entrepreneurship and Small Businesses 

The Shahbaz Sharif era had a better focus on promoting entrepreneurship and small businesses 

compared to the Pervaiz Ilahi era. During his tenure as Chief Minister of Punjab, Shahbaz Sharif 

introduced several initiatives and policies to encourage entrepreneurship and support small 

businesses. The establishment of the Punjab Small Industries Corporation (PSIC) aimed to 

provide financial assistance, training, and marketing support to small-scale entrepreneurs. The 

Punjab Business Registration Portal facilitated the ease of doing business by simplifying the 

registration process. The provision of interest-free loans through the Punjab Rozgar Scheme and 

the Chief Minister's Self-Employment Scheme promoted entrepreneurial ventures and facilitated 

access to capital. These measures showcased a comprehensive approach to fostering 

entrepreneurship and nurturing small businesses, contributing to economic growth and 

employment generation. 

 Infrastructure Development in Rural Areas 

The Pervaiz Ilahi era had a better record in terms of infrastructure development in rural areas 

compared to the Shahbaz Sharif era. During his tenure as Chief Minister of Punjab, Pervaiz 

Ilahi's government prioritized rural infrastructure development and initiated several projects to 

improve connectivity and basic amenities in rural areas. The Rural Road Program aimed to 

enhance road networks and connectivity in remote areas, facilitating transportation and access to 

markets. Additionally, initiatives were undertaken to improve the provision of basic amenities 

such as healthcare facilities and schools in rural regions. The focus on rural infrastructure 

development during the Pervaiz Ilahi era played a significant role in reducing the development 

gap between urban and rural areas in Punjab. 

 Promoting Cultural and Heritage Preservation 

Both the Pervaiz Ilahi era and the Shahbaz Sharif era had a degree of focus on promoting cultural 

and heritage preservation, although the Shahbaz Sharif era had a relatively stronger emphasis in 

this regard. During the Shahbaz Sharif era, efforts were made to conserve and restore historical 

sites, such as the Walled City of Lahore, by initiating projects like the Lahore Heritage 

Conservation Program. The restoration of cultural landmarks and preservation of heritage 

buildings were given priority. The Punjab Institute of Language, Art and Culture was established 

to promote and preserve regional languages, arts, and cultural heritage. While the Pervaiz Ilahi 

era also acknowledged the importance of cultural preservation, the Shahbaz Sharif era 

demonstrated a more comprehensive and visible commitment to the promotion and conservation 

of cultural heritage in Punjab. 



 
 
 
 

408 
 

 

 Vol.5   No.1   2022   

 Promoting Tourism and Hospitality 

The Shahbaz Sharif era had a better record in terms of promoting tourism and hospitality 

compared to the Pervaiz Ilahi era. Under Shahbaz Sharif's leadership, the government recognized 

the potential of tourism as an economic driver and implemented various initiatives to boost the 

tourism industry in Punjab. The establishment of tourist-friendly policies, such as the Punjab 

Tourism for Economic Growth Project, aimed to attract domestic and international tourists. 

Infrastructure development projects like the promotion of cultural and historical sites, the 

development of tourist resorts, and the improvement of transportation networks contributed to 

creating a favorable environment for tourism. Additionally, the government focused on training 

and capacity-building programs for the hospitality sector to enhance service quality. These 

efforts during the Shahbaz Sharif era played a significant role in promoting tourism and 

nurturing the hospitality industry in Punjab. 

 Natural Disasters and Emergencies 

Both the Pervaiz Ilahi era and the Shahbaz Sharif era exhibited a proactive approach towards 

dealing with natural disasters and emergencies. During the Pervaiz Ilahi era, measures were 

taken to improve disaster management infrastructure and response capabilities. The 

establishment of the Punjab Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) played a crucial role in 

effectively responding to emergencies and providing timely assistance. Additionally, the 

government focused on early warning systems, disaster preparedness, and post-disaster 

rehabilitation efforts. Under the Shahbaz Sharif era, the government also emphasized disaster 

management and response. The Punjab Emergency Service (Rescue 1122) was further 

strengthened, and emergency response centers were established in various districts. Efforts were 

made to improve coordination with federal agencies and strengthen disaster preparedness 

mechanisms. During natural disasters, the government promptly mobilized resources and 

responded to provide relief and support to affected areas.Both eras recognized the significance of 

efficient disaster management and worked towards building capacity and infrastructure to 

mitigate the impact of natural disasters and emergencies. While each era had its unique approach, 

both demonstrated a commitment to addressing these challenges and ensuring effective 

responses in times of crisis. 

 Promoting Innovation and Technology 

The Shahbaz Sharif era had a relatively better record in terms of promoting innovation and 

technology compared to the Pervaiz Ilahi era. Under Shahbaz Sharif's leadership, there was a 

focus on leveraging technology and innovation for development and progress. The establishment 

of the Punjab Information Technology Board (PITB) played a significant role in promoting the 

use of technology in various sectors. Initiatives like the e-Government program aimed to digitize 

government services and improve efficiency. The government also encouraged the growth of the 

IT industry through policies that facilitated the establishment of IT parks and incubators. The 

Punjab Innovation and Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Development Program provided support to 

startups and fostered an environment conducive to innovation. These measures showcased a 

proactive approach towards harnessing technology and promoting innovation for economic 

growth and societal advancement. 
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 Promoting Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment 

The Shahbaz Sharif era had a better record in terms of promoting gender equality and women's 

empowerment compared to the Pervaiz Ilahi era. During Shahbaz Sharif's tenure as Chief 

Minister of Punjab, initiatives were implemented to address gender disparities and empower 

women. The Punjab Women Empowerment Package focused on providing economic 

opportunities for women through skill development programs, financial support, and access to 

resources. Efforts were made to enhance women's political participation through reserved seats 

for women in local government bodies. The Punjab Commission on the Status of Women was 

established to advocate for women's rights and address gender-based discrimination. These 

measures showcased a commitment to promoting gender equality and empowering women in 

various spheres of life. While progress is ongoing, the Shahbaz Sharif era demonstrated a more 

comprehensive and targeted approach towards achieving gender equality and women's 

empowerment in Punjab. 

Comprehensive Views: 

The era of Ch Pervaiz Elahi and Shahbaz Sharif in Punjab witnessed significant developments in 

terms of good governance and sustainable development. Both administrations made concerted 

efforts to address key governance challenges and promote sustainable development practices in 

the region. Under the leadership of Ch Pervaiz Elahi, Punjab saw initiatives aimed at enhancing 

transparency and accountability in government operations. Efforts were made to streamline 

administrative processes, improve service delivery, and promote fiscal discipline. Additionally, 

measures were taken to strengthen institutions, promote meritocracy, and combat corruption. 

These governance reforms laid a strong foundation for sustainable development by ensuring 

efficient utilization of resources and promoting an enabling environment for businesses and 

investments. During the Shahbaz Sharif era, sustainable development took center stage with a 

focus on infrastructure development, energy projects, and social welfare programs. The 

administration undertook ambitious projects such as the Metro Bus System and initiated various 

energy initiatives to address the power crisis in the region. These efforts not only improved the 

quality of life for citizens but also created employment opportunities and boosted economic 

growth.  

Moreover, citizen participation was given importance during both eras. Public feedback 

mechanisms and platforms for citizen engagement were established to ensure that governance 

decisions were inclusive and responsive to the needs of the people. This participatory approach 

strengthened the bond between the government and the public, fostering a sense of ownership 

and collective responsibility for sustainable development. While both eras had their respective 

strengths, there were also areas that required further attention. Continued efforts were needed to 

enhance transparency, streamline bureaucratic processes, and strengthen accountability 

mechanisms. Additionally, sustainability considerations such as environmental conservation, 

renewable energy, and social equity could have received greater emphasis in the overall 

development agenda. Generally, the eras of Ch Pervaiz Elahi and Shahbaz Sharif in Punjab 

witnessed commendable progress in terms of good governance and sustainable development. The 

focus on transparency, accountability, citizen participation, and infrastructure development 

contributed to overall progress and improved quality of life for the people of Punjab. However, 
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there is room for further improvement, particularly in areas such as environmental sustainability 

and institutional strengthening, to ensure long-term and inclusive sustainable development in the 

region. 

Conclusion: 

The comparative analysis between the eras of Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi and Shahbaz Sharif in 

Punjab reveals the importance of good governance and sustainable development in the province. 

Both leaders made significant contributions towards progress, but certain differences in their 

approaches and outcomes can be identified. During Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi's tenure, from 2002 

to 2007, Punjab witnessed several positive developments in terms of good governance. Elahi 

prioritized transparency, accountability, and efficiency in the administration, which led to 

improved service delivery and reduced corruption. He introduced reforms in various sectors, 

including education, healthcare, and infrastructure, resulting in tangible benefits for the people of 

Punjab. Under Elahi's leadership, sustainable development initiatives were implemented across 

the province. He focused on infrastructure development, with significant investments in road 

networks, energy projects, and public transportation. These efforts aimed to enhance connectivity 

and provide essential services to rural areas, improving the overall quality of life for the people. 

Furthermore, Elahi emphasized agricultural reforms and initiated programs to support farmers. 

He introduced innovative techniques, such as drip irrigation, and promoted the use of modern 

technology in farming practices. These measures not only increased agricultural productivity but 

also ensured the sustainability of the sector, reducing water wastage and environmental impact. 

In contrast, during Shahbaz Sharif's era, from 2008 to 2018, Punjab witnessed further progress in 

terms of good governance and sustainable development. Sharif prioritized infrastructure 

development and introduced flagship projects such as the Metro Bus System and the Lahore 

Orange Line Metro Train. These projects significantly improved public transportation, reducing 

traffic congestion and providing a more sustainable mode of travel. Sharif also emphasized social 

welfare programs and poverty alleviation. His initiatives included the Punjab Educational 

Endowment Fund, which provided scholarships to deserving students, and the Punjab Youth 

Internship Program, which aimed to enhance employment opportunities for the youth. These 

programs contributed to human capital development and socioeconomic empowerment in the 

province. Additionally, Sharif focused on energy sector reforms, aiming to address the energy 

crisis in Punjab. His government initiated projects such as the Quaid-e-Azam Solar Park, 

promoting renewable energy sources and reducing reliance on fossil fuels. These measures 

aligned with the global agenda of sustainability and had a positive impact on the environment. 

While both leaders made substantial efforts towards good governance and sustainable 

development, there were differences in their approaches. Elahi's era prioritized institutional 

reforms and efficiency in service delivery, while Sharif's era emphasized mega infrastructure 

projects and social welfare programs. Both approaches had their merits, but a balanced approach 

that combines institutional reforms with strategic investments would be ideal for sustainable 

development. The comparative analysis of Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi and Shahbaz Sharif's eras in 

Punjab highlights the importance of good governance and sustainable development. Both leaders 

contributed significantly towards progress, implementing reforms and initiating projects that 

improved the lives of people in Punjab. While their approaches differed, a balanced approach 
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combining institutional reforms and strategic investments is crucial for achieving long-term 

sustainable development in the province. 
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