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IQBAL'S CONCEPT OF "KHUDI —O- BEKHUDI"
(In the Light of Igbal's Prose — An Overview)
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Abstract:

The concept of "Khudi" occupies a central position among all the concepts or
ideas of Igbal. All other concepts of Igbal are like interpretations of this theory of
"Khudi". In short, the root of Igbal's thought is this philosophy of "Khudi*. According to
Igbal,"Khudi" means self-realization, self-understanding or self-awareness. Igbal's
philosophy is mainly influenced by Islamic teachings. To Igbal, the word "Khudi" and
the word "Bekhudi" are used in the same sense. "Khudi"(self-realization) relates to
individual self,whereas the concept of "Bekhudi"” refers to the society. Igbal wants an
individual to strengthen itself and then it should become a cause of the strength of the
society.
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"The doctrine of self is not an easy thing to understand."®
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® Muhammad Igbal, Letters of Igbal, Complied and Edited by Bashir Ahmad Dar
( Lahore, Igbal Academy, 1978) P.164
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"Ego is a free personal causality."(6)
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"You must give up all those modes of activity which have
a tendency to dissolve personality, e.g. humility,
contentment, slavish obedience, ...... On the other hand,
high ambition, generosity......fortify the sense of
personality."m
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"There are only ego-sustaining and ego-dissolving

acts......for a future career."®

“PMuhammad Igbal, Stray Reflections, Complied and Edited by Dr.Javid Igbal
(Lahore,Igbal Academy, 1961) P.29
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"Life offers a scope for ego-activity and death is the first

test of the synthetic activity of the ego." a0
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"The parts of ¢»# < j», (Rumuz-i Bekhudi) which deal,
with the nature of the relation of the individual and

society, and the character of collective life." as
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““Muhammad Igbal, Letters of Igbal, P.164
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"The first witness is thine own consciousness...
The second witness is the consciousness of another ego...
The third witness is God’s consciousness...

See thyself, then, with God’s light.
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If thou standest unshaken in front of this light,
Consider thyself as living and eternal as He!" @0
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