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Abstract

Research is and should be the combination of empirical experiments and rational thinking. It is observed that the
scholars tend to gather intelligence and just leave it as raw material without extracting any conclusions out of it.
This tendency is often seen in Urdu research particularly in dissertations submitted for degrees. This article points
out the areas where a researcher deviates from these basic principles. Examples are selected from the works of well-
known literary figures and are analyzed rationally.
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"A branch of scholarship which is devoted to the study and analysis of extant texts in order to determine authorship
and authentically and where there is a multiplicity of texts of on work to determine which one is the "best" or the
"original". [1]
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The Application of Thought to Textual " U)‘b' VQ & U Skl 2}),_@1 = n A ..«LJJ/I LAV el = =l
= LY U "Criticism

To be a textual critic requires aptitude for thinking and willingness to think: and though it also requires other things, "
these things are supplements and cannot be substitutes. Knowledge is good, method is good, but one thing beyond all
other is necessary: and that is to have a head, not a pumpkin, on your shoulders and brains, not pudding, in your
[12]".head
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[1] J.A. Cuddan: "Dictionary of Literary terms and Literary Theory", London, Penguine Books, 992, Page 963
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