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Abstract:

While analyzing poetry we often come across literary terms like symbol, metaphor or
simile and we are quite aware of the true meanings of these terms but when it comes to poetic
image and Imagery, it becomes a different ball game. Imagery is not that simple a term. In fact
this term represents another kind of language that can answer many questions raised by the
critics in effort to define the relation between language and literature and to explain the creative
process. It is a long discussion if we relate imagery to the structural theories of language and
poetry and requires quite a deep study of the critical discourse through history. In this short essay
we have tried to understand the basic meanings of the term and to explain how rich and

multidimensional this term can be when applied to various literary theories.
Key words: Poetic Imagery, Language, Definition, Critical theories, multidimensional
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“A  distinguishable part of a poem is imagery, not

only is the poet a maker of verbal music, he is also

a maker of picture in words. He does not here

present the symbol of a thing but he describes and

makes us see and hear the thing itself.” [1]
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“The poetic image is a picture in words, touched with some
sensuous quality.”[3]
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“In its simplest term it is a picture made out of words, L
but conveying to our imagination something more re than the
accurate reflection of an external reality. It looks out from a mirror
in which life perceives not so much its face as some truth about its
face.”[4]
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“The artist appeals to the unconscious part of us....the production
of imagery belong to the general action of the mind, in the dusk of
unconsciousness.”[5]
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“Imagery is a topic which belongs both to psychology and to
literary study. In psychology, the word ‘image’ means a mental
reproduction, a memory, of a past sensational or perceptual
experience, not necessarily visual.”(6)
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“The image is also the poets, way of reducing the real world to

manageable proportions, and of revealing its patterns.”[9]
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“Any and every imaginative picture of other experience drawn in
every kind of way, which may have come to the poet, not only
through any of his senses but through his mind and emotions as
well, and which he uses in the forms of simile and metaphor in
their widest senses for purposes of analogy.”[10]
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“Imagery is the little picture used by a poet or prose writer to
illustrate and embellish his thought. It is a description or an idea
which by comparison or analogy, stated or understood with
something else, transmitted to us through the emotion and
association it arouses, something of the “Wholeness” the depth and
richness of the way the writer views, conscious or has felt what he
is telling us.”[11]
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